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Study finds steep rise 
in texbook prices 
By Brad Johnson 
UWIRE/LSU 




risen at four times the 
rate of inflation in the 
past decade, leaving the 
average college student 
spending roughly $900 a 
year for books. 
The study, conducted 
by State Public Interest 
Research Groups, a pri­
vately funded watchdog 
agency, found publishers 
use certain tactics to in­
crease the wholesale price 
of textbooks. 
According to the study, 
publishers update text­
books about every three 
years with minor cos­
metic changes and charge 
45 percent more for the 
new edition. 
"[Publishers] are try­
ing to keep their books 
on the market, and the 
only way to do that is to 
keep updating it," said 
Bob Prescott, a bookstore 
owner. 
"Sometimes it actually 
becomes cheaper than the 
past editions." 
The study also said 
publishers create "bun­
dles," adding sometimes-
unnecessary items such as 
compact discs or work­
books and charging up to 
American Lung Association 




R ecognizing that the cam­pus environ-ment can 
encourage or 
discourage young adults' 
tobacco use, the Ameri­
can Lung Association 
and the Tobacco-Free 
Communities Coalition 
set out to grade 13 local 
colleges and universities 
on the strength of their to­
bacco-free policies. The 
grades have been almost 
five years in the making, 
including communica­
tions with college ad­
ministrators and student 
groups to establish more 
than two-dozen grading 
criteria. 
Tobacco-free advo­
cates said the point of Please see Book, page 2 
KIPP program thrives during first year 
grading was not to em­
barrass colleges but to 
underscore the important 
role they can play by 
fighting Big Tobacco on 


















"College campuses, by 
being less tolerant of 
tobacco, can help stu­
dents use less tobacco," 




Imagine a place where children play games that give them the necessary tools 
to prepare for college; 
a place where no child 
is left out of any group 
activity and is given a 
chance to grow and learn 
with encouragement from 
his or her peers. 
This is the ideal place 
that USD senior Patrice 
Amon has set out to 
create with the KIPP 
All Stars after school 
program. Amon started 
KIPP All Stars last year 
through a grant from the 
Donald A. Srauss Foun­
dation and now has 12 
volunteers participating 
in the program. "We 
can always use more 
volunteers," she said. 
"The only requirements 
are a desire to have fun 
and spend time with kids, 
and a commitment of 1.5 
hours a week." 
KIPP All Stars is an 
after school program 
based at KIPP Adelante 
Preparatory Academy, a 
vista.sandiego.edu 
charter school in down­
town San Diego. The 
school is a small, public, 
low income college prep 
school with classrooms 
for grades 5 and 6. In 
order to start preparing 
children for college at a 
grade on "Team USC." 
"All Stars is an incred­
ible experience," Amon 
said. "It is eye-opening 
and fun." 
Amon first got the idea 
to start an after school 
program like KIPP All 
to play the game and 
ignored the little girl for 
the rest of the day. 
"I really felt bad for 
her and I realized that this 
is a problem that needs to 
be addressed, so I started 
the program in hopes that 
PATRICE AMON 
Members of the yellow team in the KIPP All Stars program work with USD 
volunteers on an exercise that builds tennis-playing skills. 
young age, each class­
room is named after a 
different university or 
college, and the students 
in the class are referred to 
as a team. For example, 
Amon's younger sister, 
Carmen, is in the sixth-
Stars when she went on 
a University Ministry 
retreat last year. She 
noticed that one little girl 
was standing alone while 
the rest of the children in 
the room played a game. 
The children continued 
it would give kids a place 
where they can grow 
with encouragement," 
Amon said. 
Some of the many 
rewards that come from 
Please see KIPP, page 3 
University of San Diego 
North Korea admits 
to nuclear weapons 
By Marc Adams 
STAFF WRITER 
O ne week after North K o r e a ' s  surprise an­
nouncement, 
the world is still facing 
a large-scale threat. Last 
Thursday, Feb. 10, North 
Korea announced over 
a government owned 
broadcast channel that it 
possessed nuclear weap­
ons to defend against 
an "increasingly hostile 
United States." 
It also announced plans 
to pull out of the six-party 
talks aimed at encourag­
ing nuclear nonprolif-
eration. Other countries 
involved in these talks 
include Russia, China, 
South Korea, Japan and 
the United States. 
According to CNN. 
com, meetings between 
the six parties have been 
indefinitely postponed, 
since the last meeting in 
June of 2004. The U.S. 
and North Korea blame 
each other for the im­
passe. Though the small 
communist nation has 
always been suspected 
of running a nuclear pro­
gram, its statement on 
Thursday marked its first 
public admission that it 
had nuclear weapons. 
"It tells me that maybe 
they are trying to use this 
as a negotiating chip," 
Dr. James Williams said. 
The USD political sci­
ence professor argues 
that North Korea is likely 
using this threat to secure 
more international aid and 
benefits. In fact, accord­
ing to the Korea Herald, 
South Korea is still send­
ing humanitarian aid to its 
extremely impoverished 
northern neighbor. 
The North Korean an­
nouncement made Thurs­
day comes after a decade 
long history of nuclear 
weapons talks. CNN. 
com reports that in 1994, 
North Korea signed an 
agreement with the U.S. 
to freeze and eventu­
ally dismantle its nuclear 
weapons. However, in 
1998, the U.S. demanded 
Please see N. Korea, page 3 
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The Vista publication is written and edited 
by USD students and funded by revenues 
generated through advertisement and a 
student fee. Advertising material published 
Is for informational purposes only and Is 
not to be construed as an expressed or 
implied endorsement or verification of such 
commercial venues by the staff or University. 
The Vista office is located in the lower level 
of the University Center, room 114B. 
All inquiries should be sent to: The Vista. 
5998 Alcala Park. San Diego, CA 92110 
First copies of the newspaper are 
complimentary, all copies thereafter are 25 
cents charge. 
Opinions expressed iq The Vista other than 
unsigned editorials are the opinions of the 
writers or columnists and not necessarily 
those of The Vista Staff. 
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The 
Vista office. Letters should be limited to 300 
words and must be signed. For identification 
purposes, USD ID numbers and writer's year 
must be Included In the letter. The Vista re­
serves the right to edit published letters. Any 
content sent to the editor will be considered 
for publlction unless otherwise stated. 
Cont. from Book, page 1 
$100 for the supplementary 
materials. 
Some universities have 
found ways to save their stu­
dents money on textbooks. 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University buys books and 
charges students a $25 rental 
fee per class. Students end 
up paying about $125 a se­
mester. 
However, Prescott said 
the program is not as good as 
it sounds. He said most of the 
books are six or seven years 
old, and there is a difficult 
protocol for receiving and 
returning books. 
Connie Davis, associ­
ate director of Auxiliary 
Services at SLU, said the 
program, which has been 
around for 70 years, saves 
students hundreds of dollars 
per semester. 
"The students and faculty 
are very appreciative of the pro­
gram," Davis said. 
"I didn't buy textbooks for 
three semesters because they 
are so expensive," said USD 
student Justin King. "But now 
I buy them online and spend 
about $200." 
Patricia Schroeder, president 
and chief executive officer of 
the Association of American 
Publishers, released a statement 
this past Tuesday challenging 
the validity of the study. 








A USD student buys textbooks at the 
still shop at the bookstore, but many 
books online. 
increase in tuition and student 
fees, along with the cost of 
textbooks, is putting a great 
deal of pressure on students and 
parents," Schroeder said. 
"Still, that doesn't justify the 
misinformation and misunder­
standing we've seen over the 
last few days," she said. 
Schroeder said the Producer 
Price Index, which the study 
RAY GALVAN 
bookstore. Many students 
have also started buying 
used to measure the prices, 
is "uninformative" and "just 
wrong." 
She said the PPI doesn't take 
used book prices and sales into 
account.But some students say 
buying used books can be costly 
as well. 
"Either way, it's a rip off. 






report Feb. 7- Feb. 13 
Warren Hall- Officers 
I # 
investigated vandalism of 
three vending machines. 
If anyone has information, 
please call Public Safety at 
extension 2222. 
Parking Structure- Stereo 
equipment was stolen from 
a parked vehicle. 
Manchester Village- An 
RA reported a noise dis-
turbance. 
BahiaLoma Resident 
Assistants responded to a 
noise complaint. 
Parking Structure- Of­
ficers observed a male 
student with facial injuries 
who was walking unsteadi­
ly and slurring his words. 
The student was in pos­
session of a false drivers' 
license, and was also taken 
to Detox. 
Law library- Officers 
investigated a report of 
vandalism of two reference 
dictionaries. 
UTA's- Student cited for 
Maher- Officers investi­
gated a report of a seri­
ously damaged vehicle. It 
was determined that the 
vehicle had been driven by 
an intoxicated student, off-
campus. He was taken to 
Detox, and a DUI citation 
is pending. 
San Rafael- RA's requested 
officers' assistance with 
severely intoxicated stu­
dents. One student was 
taken to Detox. 
Cuyamaca A student 
filed a report with Public 
Safety regarding a series 
of unwanted phone calls 
and emails from a former 
boyfriend. 
Maher- Public Safety 
transported a student to 
Detox. 
Marian Way- Officers 
observed an intoxicated 
student exiting a bus that 
was returning from an 
off-campus event. She was 
taken to Detox. 
UTA's- Officers detected 
the odor of marijuana, and 
discovered a large party. 
20 students were cited for 
possession of alcohol. Two 
residents were also cited 
for possession of marijua­
na and paraphernalia. 
Cuyamaca- an RA respond­
ed to a noise disturbance 
involving loud stomping. 
Main Kiosk- The kiosk 
officer observed a passen­
ger in a vehicle that had 
injuries to his face and 
appeared to be intoxicated. 
The student had been in a 
fight at a house party in 
Mission Beach. He was 
transported to the hospi­
tal. 
Manchester Village- Fire 
alarm caused by food. 
Cuyamaca- Officers re­
sponded to an incident 
involving marijuana smoke 
coming from a residence 
hall. 
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Cont. from KIPP, page 1 
volunteering in the program 
include seeing the children 
develop leadership skills 
and learn other important 
life skills while having fun. 
Amon recalls one of the best 
experiences in the program as 
something that she will never 
I forget. "Last semester, a little 
girl in the program would 
never say a word. After a cou­
ple of months now she always 
volunteers to lead games and 
is a constant source of posi­
tive energy," Amon said. 
Anybody interested in vol­
unteering with KIPP All Stars 
may contact Patrice Amon 
in the Community Service 
Learning office or email her 
at amon@sandiego.edu. 
Cont. from N. Korea, page 1 
inspections after suspicions 
grew over the construction of 
an underground nuclear facility 
in North Korea. 
To ease fears, North Korea 
pledged to freeze long-range 
missile tests in 1999. By the 
end of the year, a U.S.-led 
consortium signed a contract 
to build two safer, Western-
developed nuclear reactors in 
North Korea. 
The following year, North 
Korea threatened to restart its 
nuclear program due to the loss 
of electricity from delays in 
building the power plants. 
In 2001, reports surfaced 
that North Korea was going 
ahead with development of its 
long-range missile, in direct 
violation of its 1999 promise. 
By 2002, President Bush 
labeled North Korea along 
with Iran and Iraq as an "axis 
of evil" in his state of the union 
address. 
In 2003, North Korea with­
drew from the nuclear nonpro-
liferation treaty signed in 1994 
and admitted to reactivating 
its nuclear power facilities. 
The six-party talks began in 
August of that year but made 
little progress. 
Since pulling out of the six-
party talks last week, North 
Korea proposed bilateral talks 
with only the U.S. saying an 
acceptance would be a posi­
tive sign. Less than 24 hours 
later, the U.S. responded that it 
would not participate without 
involving the other nations of 
the region. 
Dr. Williams believes North 
Korea's request comes in an ef­
fort to get more and deflect the 
pressure from its neighbors. 
"It's easier to bargain with 
one [country] rather than six," 
Williams said. 
Williams goes on to offer so­
lutions that he believes would 
work. "I think there needs to 
be proactive ongoing negotia­
tions to find out what they have 
and to find out what we can do 
to stop them from making the 
weapons," he said. He believes 
the U.S. refusal to talk with 
North Korea may be a mistake 
though little is known about 
what is being done behind the 
scenes. 
Nonetheless, Dr. Williams 
says the importance of resolv­
ing this issue is very clear. 
"In [the world] today I would 
say North Korea, along with 
Iran, is still one of the biggest 
threats," he said. 
So the question becomes, 
will the U.S. respond with mili­
tary action, such as what took 
place in Iraq two years ago? 
Dr. Williams doesn't think so. 
"I think both North Korea 
and the United States realize 
that a military solution is not 
the best solution," he said. 
Williams holds out hope for 
a diplomatic solution though 
he acknowledges it may take 
some time. Meanwhile, China 
is strongly urging their com­
munist ally to reenter the six-
party talks. 
It is unknown how long 
this standoff will go on, but 
Dr. Williams believes the real 
threat may not be North Korea 
actually using the weapons but 
rather, selling them to terrorist 
organizations such as Hamas 
or Al-Qaeda. 
Cont. from Tobacco, page 1 
said Frank Manzano of the San 
Diego-Tijuana Border Initia­
tive, one of the members of the 
workgroup that surveyed cam­
puses for their policies during 
the past year. 
In the report card that was 
released in Dec. of 2004, USD 
received a "B" grade, earning 
190 of 220 points possible. 
This would mean that while 
USD already has several pro­
grams and policies that support 
a tobacco-free environment, 
there is still room for improve­
ment. 
For example, in the category 
of "Posting no-smoking or 
designated smoking signage," 
the USD campus received two 
out of five points possible. The 
comments in the assessment 
scoring sheet said that the 
signage on the USD campus 
is "more aesthetic than func­
tional" and that it is "present 
but inconspicuous." 
Another area that highlights 
where improvement is needed 
is the category of "Using uni­
versity publications to promote 
a smoke-free environment." 
The USD campus received 
three out of five points in this 
area, because articles have been 
published in campus newslet­
ters, but "the newsletters were 
not well-circulated." 
Some good points in the 
report card include the collabo­
ration of the School of Nursing, 
Student Health Services and 
the Alcohol and Other Drug 
Services office that earned USD 
four out of five possible points 
in the category of "Having ac­
tive groups on campus promot­
ing health." 
"Some campuses are leading 
the way in creating a healthier 
environment for their students, 
but too many others have a long 
way to go," said Debra Kelley, 
Vice President for Government 
Relations at the American Lung 
Association of San Diego and 
Imperial Counties. 
"We applaud the institutions 
with high grades and urge 
the other campuses to move 
forward quickly with policies 
that will improve the health of 
tens of thousands of students," 
Kelley said. 
Mesa College, Miramar Col­
lege and San Diego City Col­
lege were among the seven local 
campuses that received a grade 
of "F." 
The highest-scoring campus 
was Point Loma Nazarcne . 
University, with an "A+" grade. 
San Diego State University 
came in second place with an 
"A-" grade, Palomar College 
tied for third place with USD, 
while the University of Califor­
nia San Diego came in fourth 
place with a "B-." 
A new report card from the 
American Lung Association 
will be issued in May 2005. 
...go to Europe for Spring Break! 
Rail Europe is offering one free rail day on any 6-, 8- or 10-day 
Eurail Selectpass! Take the train - the easiest way to get around 
in Europe - for less! 
7 days for $267 
Youth 2nd-c|ass rate 
Contact your travel agent 
or Rail Europe 
"^ailEurope 
raileurope.com 888-438-RAIL 
tetiiabte lot purchase Fab. 1-MJI. 31,2005. Pass must be used within six months Item dale of issue. Pi ice based on Eutail ttccuntry Selectpass 
Price is per person based on Iwo or more people traveling together. 
A summer business program for non-business majors 
Are you interested in business? 
Bo you want to get a great job 
alter graduation? 
Complement your degree with the BASE Summer Program from 
the Haas School of Business at UC Berkeley. This intensive, 
six-week summer course is designee! to teach the fundamentals 
of business to non-business, undergraduate students in arts, 
sciences, and engineering. 
Students in the BASE Summer Program 
• earn academic credit while developing top- notch 
business savvy 
• study at the Haas School of Business at .UC Berkeley, one of 
the top three under graduate business programs in the US 
• meet business professionals around the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
work with students from some of the most 
elite universities in the US 
position themselves for a successful career 
BASE Summer Program 
July 5 - August ix, 2.005 
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Mission beach sand artist "inspired by God" 
By Joe Jackson 
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR 
Alberto Avila works many hours 
nearly every morning to create sand art 
which blows away in a matter of days. 
Avila works with no expectation of pay 
for his labor. Avila mostly creates on 
the beach entrances on the boardwalk 
between San Fernando Street and Island 
Street in Mission Beach. He also works 
in the parking lot on the south side of the 
roller coaster. 
Avila sweeps sand from the corners of 
curbs and the sea wall around the board­
walk into piles on the asphalt entrances 
to the beach. He then uses a broom to 
sweep away the sand and create designs 
that contrast the color of the sand with 
the black asphalt underneath. 
Avila works with the asphalt because 
the cracks catch the sand better than the 
smooth concrete of the boardwalk. 
I asked Avila why he did this work 
and he replied, "The almighty motivated 
me," he said. "These entrances are 80 
years old. If you ask them for their story, 
they will say that nothing so beautiful 
has been created on them before," Avila 
said. "People do not throw their trash here 
when they see the art." 
Avila's most recent work commemo­
rated Valentine's Day. The words read, "I 
love [expressed as a heart] II." There was 
a "his" and "hers" portion to the piece. 
The focal point of this work was a mas­
sive heart in the middle. "Dance here" 
was written inside the heart. 
Some of Avila's work is more ab­
stract than this Valentine's day piece. 
When pressed about these works, Avila 
explained, "They can be what you want 
them to be, usually the little kids figure 
that out earlier than the adults." 
Avila often tapes cartoons of the figure 
he plans to create on his broomstick. The 
first time I interviewed him, he showed 
me his broom which had a picture of 
Santa Claus on it. "This is so I can re­
member where his nose is compared to 
his eyes," he said. 
An ongoing theme that Avila incor­
porates, regardless of holidays, is fish. I 
asked him about that and he replied with 
an action. He put his broom down into the 
sand and drew a quick Christian fish and 
replied, "Because it all started here." 
Avila used to work in a smelting plant 
where he witnessed a lot of waste. He told 
me that he wanted to turn what people 
called garbage into art. 
He showed me how he gathered sand 
from the areas around the curbs and told 
me, "People think this stuff is trash. The 
workers blow this stuff away with leaf 
blowers, they don't even want to get 
near it." 
Avila used to work with concrete and 
rocks that were being wasted and he 
painted them and put them into designs. 
A few months 
ago, he came out 
to Mission Beach 
on vacation and 
started working 
with the sand. 
News stations 
and papers began 
giving him atten­
tion within the 
first few weeks, 
and he decided 
to stay and keep 
up his work. 
He showed me a diagram which he 
drew of all the members of the media 
who had contacted him. He drew it in 
the shape of a baseball diamond and 
entitled it, "The Sandman Game." He 
had multiple stations and local papers 
on the various bases and wrote "Univi-
sion" on home plate. He explained the 
significance: "Univision is the most 
important because it is an international 
news station." 
Interested in what keeps a man creat­
ing when his work is as transient as sand 
in a windy area, I asked Avila if he had a 
definition of art. "I know there is one in 
a book somewhere but I have never taken 
an art class. I have an art teacher, but you 
can't see him," Avila said. He stepped 
closer to me and added, "it's him," and 
pointed up to the sky. 
The word around campus... 
What are your skills? 
"I listen to people." "I can drink a gallon of Tang "Accepting marriage "Thinking." "I'm pretty good with num-
in 60 seconds." proposals." chucks." 
Meghan Harkey, 
Myra Gasmin, sophomore Humberto Lopez, senior graduate assistant '-"by ^-'ao' Pressor Whitney Farowitch, freshman 
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Dean woos Dems to win DNC Chair 
DNC head Howard Dean may not be perfect, but he is better than the alternative. 
By Jonathan Leptich 
STAFF WRITER 
What do you do when your party's 
candidate for the Presidency loses partly 
because it is said that he is nothing more 
than a New England liberal elitist lack­
ing moral values that resonate with the 
nation? Why, you elect a doctor from 
Vermont who served on the state board 
for Planned Parenthood for five years and 
claims to "represent the Democratic wing 
of the Democratic Party," to serve as the 
head of your party, of course. 
Former Vermont Governor Howard 
Dean, in an impressive and somewhat 
unlikely comeback from last year's "I 
Have a Scream" speech which would for­
ever link him to the sounds of farmyard 
animals and serve as the symbolic end to 
his populist bid for the presidency, was 
elected head of the Democratic National 
Committee. 
Dean's victory comes on the heels 
of a three month Democratic soul 
searching/wound licking session. With 
Washington under complete Republican 
domination and the national map painted 
in great strokes of red and dots of blue, 
the introspective attitude comes with 
good reason. 
So why then, if the last election was 
lost on moral issues of which the Re­
publican/conservative ideology seems 
to have a firm grasp, have Democrats 
embraced their liberal roots which are 
supposedly antithetical to the centrist 
message pundits have "deciphered" from 
voters' ballots last fall? 
Editor: 
By Joe Jackson 
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR 
I love it when people hate The Vista, it 
shows me they are thinking. Please don't 
be apologetic when you criticize our 
newspaper just because I am an editor. 
I love you for looking at what is going 
on at our school with a critical eye. The 
fact that you have taken the time to notice 
mistakes in The Vista and are bothered 
by them shows me that you actually do 
care about our campus as a community 
of people who should be respected as 
intellectuals. It also shows me that you 
care about our campus newspaper and 
place enough importance in it to be 
moved to anger by its problems. Your 
anger shows me that you are not one of 
the apathetic consumer-drones that we 
are all characterized as being. 
I love it when you hate our editorials; 
it shows me that you value your own 
opinions. We have been getting some 
itV'Jir • 'pi&'.a 
It is not as though the field of can­
didates challenging Dean lacked any 
moderate voices. Representative Joe 
Frost is not afraid to speak of his shooting 
awards won as an 8 year old Texan and 
can point to unprecedented gains made 
in the House during his tenure as head of 
the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee in 1996. 
Another former Congressman and 
fellow red stat-er, Representative Tim 
Roemer of Indiana, saw his fortunes 
fade in the race as he (gasp) maintained 
his anti-abortion stance Support for 
Dean was so strong, however, that he 
remained the only name in contention 
for Saturday's vote, others pulling them-
lucid, logical, and well argued letters to 
the editor pertaining to things we have 
written as editors. I applaud those of you 
who have taken your own free time to sit 
and work on making a good argument 
so that your voice could be heard in a 
public sphere. 
Next time you hear someone make a 
blanket statement about the apathy shad­
owing "most of' our campus, remember 
that there are people who get angry about 
the issues we publish. Remember that 
people on both sides of these arguments 
willingly put themselves up for criticism 
from a potential 6,000 readers. There is 
something very brave about that, some­
thing that could be characterized as the 
antithesis of apathy. 
You could counter my last statement 
by saying that the people who are will­
ing to expose themselves to that type of 
criticism are in a serious minority. This 
is true, but I know for a fact that a major­
ity of our readers are vocally angry when 
there are flagrant mistakes in The Vista. 
selves off the ballot. 
I'm no Dean-iac. I signed onto the 
Kerry side long before the good gover­
nor's meltdown in Iowa. I admit, at first 
examination, a Dean chairmanship does 
not seem to add up. I would advise my 
Republican friends to hold back on the 
gloating, however. 
What may look to be yet another 
example in a long string of Democrats 
shooting themselves in the foot could 
prove to be the key to taking back the 
White House in 2008...a party chair 
and a presidential candidate are not one 
in the same. 
Dean's strength as leader of the party 
has nothing to do with his own ideologi-
motivate 
The fact that they are moved to anger 
at all proves that they care. The vocaliza­
tion of that anger also exposes them to 
possible criticism, at least from everyone 
who hears the speaker's displeasure. 
This still shows a level of bravery be­
yond silent anger, which on its own goes 
beyond apathy. 
Now that I have used such nurtur­
ing language to thank you for being 
critical please give me something in 
return. Take whatever anger you may 
have about things that you don't like 
in our community, or even specifically 
with this publication, and channel it into 
something positive. 
I know many of us have done this and 
are currently doing it, but we need more. 
Anger is a terrible thing on its own or 
when channeled in the wrong direction, 
but it can be an incredible motivator 
when used the right way. 
You have already proved to me that 
you are not apathetic with your anger, 
now go out and do something important 
cal stance on abortion, gay marriage or 
gun control. While he needs to ensure 
that there is room for more moderate 
voices than his own, his role as party 
chairman is to provide the structural 
support necessary for others to succeed. 
Dean has shown that he can do this. 
To begin with, Dean's presidential 
candidacy can be credited with revolu­
tionizing party fundraising by embracing 
new technologies and believing in the 
power of the individual. Online financial 
solicitation of private citizens, a tactic 
later adopted by Kerry, enabled that for 
the first time in years, Democrats would 
achieve some sort of parity with their 
Republican counterparts in the spend­
ing game. 
The Governor has demonstrated 
his amazing ability to rally the grass­
roots. Without a core, energized base, 
Democrats will continue their slide; A 
Republican-lite message does little to stir 
up allegiance to the party. An energized 
grass-roots leads to local victories. 
Winning in the state house and 
governor's mansion trickles up (to invert 
a phrase from President Reagan) to na­
tional victories. Dean's experience in the 
state/local game gives him considerable 
advantage over the Washington-centric 
Congressmen who had challenged him 
to the role. 
Lastly, it's important remember that 
there are far more polarizing figures in 
the party than the good doctor. Despite 
the ultra-liberal label attached to Dean 
during the campaign, his tenure as Gov­
ernor is described be most as a moderate 
affair. To put it another way, envision 
this: DNC Chairman, Ted Kennedy. 
readers 
with that anger. Come write for us, 
make angry artwork, create something 
worthwhile. It is this next step that we 
need to utilize as a generation if we want 
to change anything while we are still 
idealistic. 
We work really hard to put out a pa­
per that is stimulating, and even if that 
stimulation manifests itself in anger, we 
are still stimulating you. The fact that 
this editorial is being published shows 
that we are willing to put our egos aside 
for the sake of helping the USD com­
munity. 
I am not about to use this article as an 
excuse to cover up the mistakes I have 
made and am destined to make while be­
ing an editor for this paper. I assure you 
I will not make a mistake intentionally 
to insight you, but if it happens to be a 
bi-product, come up to me and rub it in 
my face. I may get angry, but anger has 
the power to inspire great things. Keep 
reading with a critical eye and don't be 
afraid to act. 
anger can 
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Valentine's Day reactions: 
Cupid's arrow strikes a sour note 
By Mike Minicilli 
STAFF WRITER 
We have all heard the com­
plaints of bitter single females 
who think that Valentine's Day 
is simply an artificial "holiday" 
that has no right to be recog­
nized on our calendars. 
Of course, when asked how 
Valentine's Day has become 
so popular in the first place, 
these women strictly adhere 
to the "Bitter Single Female 
Theory." 
This widely held philosophy 
clearly states that Valentine's 
Day was thought up by a half-
naked male chauvinist infant, 
named Cupid. His main goal in 
life was to make single, lonely 
girls want to furiously stab 
long, sharp arrows through 
their love-deprived hearts 
at least once every twelve 
months. 
Apparently, this Cupid fel­
low was just sitting around 
playing Texas Hold'em with 
his half-naked male chauvinist 
buddies one night and, all of a 
sudden, decided to create a day 
in which he could show off the 
multitude of female hearts he 
could capture using only his 
effeminate pink bow-and-arrow 
and endless supplies of luscious 
milk chocolate. 
He then proceeded to 
implant heart-
microchips in every American 
boy's head at birth so that every 
February 14, males all around 
the country are brainwashed 
into thinking that a $500 dinner, 
coupled with a zesty side dish of 
$50 red roses, is the ideal way 
of saying "Honey, I appreci­
ate you...Now stop yelling at 
me for forgetting about your 
birthday." 
I do not believe this 
"Bitter Single-
Female Theory" one bit. First of 
all, I hardly think that our little 
friend Cupid was savvy enough 
to install even one micropro­
cessor into a man's brain, let 
alone to create the mental anti­
virus program he would most 
definitely need when each guy's 
mind inevitably wandered to 
pornographic material the 364 
other days of the year. 
And secondly, have you seen 
Cupid lately? I mean, the guy 
has really let himself go. His 
beer belly—um, I mean nonal­
coholic-drink-belly—makes my 
buddy Fatty McFat look like a 
ripped Abercrombie and Fitch 
model. 
All I am saying is that our 
little love god, Cupid, has 
become quite the homely 
fellow. He has been re­
duced to a baby fat-riddled 
and, to euphemize it a bit, 
height-challenged guy who 
is quite incapable of captur­
ing millions of girls' hearts, 
even if he does have a magic 
weapon and empty calories in 
his arsenal. 
There is no way in the world 
that Cupid could ever catch a 
break with the ladies. He must 
be to college girls what pre-
TrimSpa Anna Nicole Smith 
was to college guys. 
He is the kryptonite to the 
entire female gender's Super­
man. I do not mean the good, 
make Superman weak in the 
knees with love kind of kryp­
tonite. I am talking about the 
bad, make Superman queasy 
and want to slice out his own 
eyes with his Super-cleaver type 
of kryptonite. 
Honestly, who would actu­
ally go out on a date during 
Valentine's Day with this guy? 
You would have to be blind, 
with no seeing-eye dog there 
to warn you by barking at his 
ugliness. You would have to 
have low, if not nonexistent, 
standards. You would have to 
Travel brings solace on Valentine's Day 
By Meghan Malone 
STAFF WRITER 
I can't sleep. It is 1:24 am. I 
just finished watching a few 
"Sex in the City" DVD's over 
takeout. Yes, we ordered bur-
ritos at 11:00 pm and they ar­
rived 10 minutes later. And we 
thought we had it all with Old 
Town being two minutes away. 
' I fear New York wins for con­
venience. As my dreams were 
lacking in production, I pulled 
myself from the lofted bed I 
wasn't sleeping in to e-mail 
myself those memoirs floating 
through my head. I blame Car­
rie Bradshaw for what follows: 
New York time, it's officially 
Valentine's Day. Who better 
to hear from via IM than your 
ex-boyfriend pleading for time. 
Time, in my opinion, should 
be spent at all costs with those 
whom you care about. So why 
am I talking to him? All of 
this bringing me to the precise 
reason for my New York City 
rendezvous! For who better to 
spend this marketed holiday 
with than the true loves of my 
life? Girlfriends. Yes, we let 
the men in our lives off the hook 
this year. The girls are doing the 
city: New York. 
Although my budget wouldn't 
afford me a walk in Carrie's 
shoes, I found no problem con­
necting with the city almost a 
world away. Okay, a five and a 
half hour flight away. 
I connected with cupcakes 
at Magnolia Bakery, dinner 
at Pastise, French martini's, 
manicures, a Broadway show, 
'real' seven jeans from a street 
vendor for $40 and entrance 
into that club you hate, but 
love to say you were at—Cain. 
And my one famous sighting 
in New York—behind large 
sunglasses, a beanie and a baby 
was Julianne Moore. I do credit 
myself for picking her out as she 
strolled along the overcrowded 
New York street. 
Much of my time here I spent 
looking at this city through a 
lens. My first roll of film was 
assigned and is due this week. 
I loved the photography assign­
ment and the added perspective 
to my trip. Through my lens I 
read a child's note to his father 
written on a beam of steel: lo­
cation ground zero. My large 
sunglasses tried to hide my eyes, 
but much like Julianne, I am 
sure they served little purpose. 
What was the purpose of 
placing 23 miles of bright or­
ange-reflective gates throughout 
Central Park? I am still con­
fused about this one. I think I 
could have better spent the two 
decades that were dedicated to 
creating the gates, and I cer­
tainly could have better spent 
the 21 million dollars, but they 
did make a statement. What 
that statement was I don't know. 
Millions hovered and I was one 
of them. The overall vibe was 
one of a park tagged by a Smurf 
Village gone orange. 
Tasti Delight hit my lips with 
its miraculous four calories or 
something absurd. Have no 
fear, as much as the New York­
ers would love to think it is the 
best thing in the world, they 
have nothing on our Southern 
California gift from the heav­
enly lord: 'Fro Yo'. The delight 
was delightful and a must have 
with sprinkles! 
One last cupcake with a cloud 
of frosting and sporadic pink/red 
hearted candies hit my lips...I 
knew it was over. It was time 
to depart from the girls and 
return to my city: San Diego. 
San Diego is home for now and 
a great home at that. Farewell, 
New York. I shall return and the For many female USD students, "Sex and the City" 
love affair will continue has become a symbol of independent women. 
HBO.COM 
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Student attention spans wane: 
The solution may be simpler than you think 
By Nick Starke 
STAFF WRITER 
There used to be a time in our society 
when students who did not pay attention 
in class were simply struck with a long 
wooden rod, made to wear a dunce hat, 
or otherwise humiliated in front of their 
peers. There was no such thing as a 
"short attention span," only rowdy stu­
dents who had no means to let out all the 
energy built up from sitting still through 
hours of class. 
But alas, these methods were labeled 
as "cruel," and not conductive to a posi­
tive learning environment and are there­
fore no longer employed. Students today 
face the same challenge of sitting still 
for hours on end in class, yet there are 
more people being treated for "Attention 
Deficit Disorder (ADD)" and "Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)" 
than ever before. 
There are several factors that have 
contributed greatly in reducing attention 
span to mere nanoseconds: an increase 
in television and video games and a 
decline in reading and exercise. With 
children, and students, spending so much 
time engaging in these activities, it is no 
wonder that attention spans have dropped 
while more cases of ADD & ADHD have 
skyrocketed. 
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A healthy attention spans depends on 
a consistent stream of thought involv­
ing mental stimulus in any given facet 
of life. In school, this means sitting 
through lectures. In entertainment, this 
means partaking in an activity that does 
not constantly disrupt the individual's 
train-of-thought. 
Television is possibly the worst form 
of entertainment when it comes to pre­
senting an undisturbed train-of-thought. 
Throughout any television program, 
viewers are constantly bombarded with 
cut scenes and camera angle changes 
which chop up attention spans like 
a wood chipper. If that was not bad 
enough, every few minutes the program 
is further interrupted by commercials. 
Commercials introduce ideas that have 
nothing to do with the original program, 
and thus run counterpoint to the original 
train-of-thought. 
Video games also run amuck on a 
player's attention span as they constantly 
provide alternating stimulus. With few 
exceptions, video games generally do 
not promote any sort of mental exer­
cise. Video games provide extreme 
amounts of stimulus that cause play­
ers to play based on reaction instead 
of thought. 
In recent years there has been a 
decline amount of reading among 
children and adults. Reading pres­
ents a constant stream of conscious. 
Reading also forces the reader to con­
struct the story inside his or her mind, 
offering mental stimulation. Reading is 
known to lengthen attention spans. 
Also in decline, is the amount of 
exercise in which people engage. Exer­
cise helps build attention spans in that it 
releases energy that would ordinarily 
make sitting in one place for an 
extended amount of time impos­
sible. 
So for anyone who thinks 
they have a short atten­
tion span, try reading 
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Black History Month icon Maya Angelou inspires students 
By Misa Maruyama 
STAFF WRITER 
She was eight when she was raped by her mother's boyfriend, she did not spealc for four years of 
her childhood. Uneasy and without a haven of solace in her teens, she fell into a stint of homeless-
ness, living in a car wreckage yan 
Now, Dr. Maya Angelou is a guiding mentor for Oprah 
and many others. 
She is a celebrated poet, civil rights activist, educator, 
historian, playwright, best-selling author, international 
editor, producer, actor and director. She is fluent in Eng­
lish, French, Spanish, Italian, Arabic and West African 
Fanti. 
By Martin Luther King's request, she became the 
northern coordinator for Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in the 1960s. 
Since then, Angelou has authored 12 best-selling books, 
received honorary degrees from dozens of universities, 
won an Emmy, was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize award 
and was the first African-American woman nominated to 
the Directors Guild of America. 
And at 72-years-old, she remains one of the most pow-
d with other uoung runaways 
GOOGLEIMAGES.COM 
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Maya Angelou is one of the most powerful cultural forces of our time. 
erful cultural forces of our time. 
Angelou was the first poet to write and recite a poem 
for a presidential inaugural ceremony since Robert Frost 
in 1961. This made her the second poet to do so in U.S. 
history. She recited her poem, "On the Pulse of Morning," 
at Bill Clinton's 1993 inauguration. 
Angelou also frequents the Oprah show regularly. The 
talk show icon referred to Angelou as her "mother-sis­
ter-friend" in a December 2000 episode. "In our hours 
together, we can set aside all pretensions and just be: two 
women barefoot in a living room, sharing the most inti­
mate parts of our lives," Oprah said. 
Much of Angelou's acclaim arises from the raw honesty 
of her rhymes. Speaking unabashedly about her sexuality 
GOOGLEIMAGES.COM 
Angelou recites her poem, "On the Pulse of Morning," at Bill Clinton's 1993 Presiden­
tial inauguration. 
that extends past the map, weaving to who knows where. 
Undoubtedly, all of us will be thrown off our course at 
some time to meet pain, guilt, evil and wrongness. In that 
dark moment, we should aspire to find the unwavering 
confidence in life that Angelou found. 
When 9/11 happened, Angelou said, "What really 
matters now is love. . . Strength, love, courage, love, 
kindness, love. That is really what matters. There has 
always been evil, and there will always be evil, but there 
has always been good, and there is good now." 
in her poem, "Still I Rise," she wrote, "Does my sexiness 
upset you?/ Does it come as a surprise/ That I dance like 
I've got diamonds/At the meeting of my thighs?" In a 
2000 interview she boldly asserted that she is still sexual 
and sensual in her older age. 
She exudes confidence like a fresh light bulb. It 
shines in her sweet alto voice, glows in her seductively 
wise outlook on the world and emanates with each grace­
ful sway of her wide hips. She says that her confidence 
sprouts from love that was delivered to her in life, the 
same kind of love that keeps the stars in firmament. 
Some of us are just beginning to pave our own path 
in our first college year. Some of us are peering past the 
last sure landmark of life - college graduation - to a road 
An excerpt from "Still I Rise" 
5y Maya Angelou 
Out of the huts of history's shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that's rooted in pain 
I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Wellingand swelling I bear in the tide. 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
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By Amy English 
ENTERTAIMENT EDITOR 
If you are in need of a visual aid 
to imagine hell, Constantine is your 
best bet. Constantine, opening this 
Friday, starring Keanu Reeves and 
Rachel Weisz, is an appealing movie 
with an interesting plot, but lacking a 
cohesive ingredient that made similar 
movies like The Matrix work. 
Reeves stars as John Constan­
tine, who has been to hell and back, 
literally. Constantine has the ability 
to identify the half-angels and half-
demons that are walking our earth, 
trying to corrupt mankind. Due to 
an unsuccessful suicide attempt that 
sent him to hell for a short period of 
time, Constantine is unable to enter 
heaven. 
Diagnosed with terminal lung 
cancer because of his nicotine ad­
diction and other unhealthy habits, 
Constantine's time to reprieve him­
self is running out. 
With the help of an L.A. police 
detective, Angela Dodson (Weisz), 
who is looking for answers after 
the mysterious suicide of her twin 
sister, Constantine and Dodson work 
together to fight evil and find their 
own inner peace. 
Constantine is the most recent 
work from producer Lauren Shuler 
Donner, creator of other visually 
appealing films such as X-Men and 
X-Men 2. Other dimensions for 
the film were contributions from 
director Francis Lawrence, whose 
impressive resume includes direct­
ing music videos for Will Smith and 
Britney Spears. 
The special effects designed to 
depict hell are impressive, though 
not done in any realistic fashion. 
In one of Constantine's voyages to 
hell, we are greeted with gruesome 
monsters with skeletal features and 
abnormal body structures which 
resembled more to Gollum that your 
regular street walking felon. 
Reeves lived up to the role, but 
did not add any inspiring dimen­
sion that wowed the audience. His 
sardonic comebacks and taciturn de­
meanor provided the film with some 
individuality that perhaps, with the 
special effects, saved the film. 
A break out role came from Shia 
LaBeouf, who is more recognized 
as Louis in Even Stevens. LaBeouf 
added witty comments that gener­
ated occasional stirs in the relatively 
solid audience. 
This film is a must-see for after­
life enthusiasts, but if you're looking 
for a movie that contains substance 
and invokes thought, I'd wait until 
the movie hits the shelves. 
Performances by a multitude of art­
ists including Gwen Stefani and Eve, Los 
Lonely Boys, and Maroon 5 ushered in the 
2005 Grammy's. 
But one star shined above the rest. The 
late Ray Charles won eight awards. Among 
the honours were Album of the Year, Best 
Pop Album, Recording of the Year, and Best 
Pop Collaboration with Vocals.. 
Included in the show were a number 
of performances that payed tribute to Ray 
Charles. Performers included Jaime Foxx 
and Alicia Keys, winner of Best R&B 
Album, Best R&B Song, and Best R&B 
Female Vocal. 
"Foxx's version of Georgia on My 
Mind was amazing!" Grammy watcher, 
Jessica Schuller said. 
However, the performance that stole the 
show was Kanye West's "Jesus Walks," di­
rectly followed by his receipt of the award 
for Best Rap Album. 
Although U2's performance of "Some­
times You Can't Make It On Your Own" 
was a bit of a letdown, the atmosphere of 
the event was quickly brought back up with 
a tribute to southern rock featuring Lynyrd 
Skynyrd's Johnny Van Zant rocking out to 
"Sweet Home Alabama." 
Later in the show, a very bald Melissa 
Ray Charles, John Mayer dominate Grammy Awards 
By Ben Heinemann 
STAFF WRITER 
Etheridge and Joss Stone performed a trib­
ute to the late Janis Joplin, who was honored 
with a Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Other big winners of the night included 
Green Day, who won for Best Rock Album 
and performed their single "American 
Idiot" during the show. 
John Mayer should also be noted for 




Record of the Year 
Ray Charles & Norah 
Jones - Here We Go Again 
Album of the Year 
Ray Charles and Various 
Artists - Genius Loves 
Company 
Song of the Year 
John Mayer - Daughters 




Britney Spears - Toxic 
Best Rock Album 
Grammy winners Ray Charles and John Mayer give outstanding performances. 
Finally, Britney Spears, who was not proud. For a complete list of Grammy win-
present, was awarded her first Grammy for ners and other show highlights, go to www. 
the dance hit "Toxic." Kevin must be very grammy.com. 
Green Day - American-
Idiot 
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Foreign Film Fest 
A Very Long Engagement deserves cinematography praise 
Alfonso Magana 
STAFF WRITER 
A Very Long Engagement, the new 
film from French director, Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet, is based on Sebastien Japrisot's 
novel of the same name. Engagement 
tells the story of Mathilde and Manech 
(Audrey Tautou and Gaspard Ulliel), two 
young lovers separated by "the absurdity 
of war," as Manech is sent off to World 
War I leaving behind his fiancee. It has 
been over two years since the war has 
ended and Mathilde has not heard from 
Manech since the day he supposedly 
deserted the war. Now Mathilde must 
use all her resources find out if he is 
still alive. 
Despite a very interesting story, 
Jeunet, who co-wrote the screenplay, 
never quite delivers what could have 
been a great film. But the work of the 
crew should be recognized here. Bruno 
Delbonnel's cinematography is the best 
of the year, for which he received a well-
deserved Academy Award nomination 
(along with the film's art direction by 
Aline Bonetto). The music by famed 
David Lynch collaborator, Angelo 
Badalamenti, captures perfectly both the 
romance and tragedy of the film. 
Tautou, who worked with Jeunet 
previously in the 2001 art-house hit, 
Amelie, is solid here but at times it seems 
as if she were sleepwalking through her 
performance. Ulliel as Manech fares 
better with his role, particularly during 
the flashback scenes of the war. Cameo 
performances from Marion Cotillard 
(Big Fish) as another woman looking for 
her possibly dead fiance and Jodie Fos­
ter as a suffering widow are highlights, 
particularly Foster who makes us long 
for her to return to acting full time. 
The main problem with A Very Long 
Engagement is the quirk factor. This sly 
wink-wink style that Jeunet used in his 
past films as Amelie, Delicatessen, and 
Alien: Resurrection does not work well 
within the context of a period World 
War I film. However, because the grand 
scope of the film, it would be unwise 
to skip this one until the DVD hits the 
stores. It is a film that works well on 
the big screen and just based on the 
technical achievements alone it is worth 
watching. 
Flying Daggers shows growth in Chinese film industry 
Christie O'Keefe 
STAFF WRITER 
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon 
meets Romeo and Juliet in Yimou 
Zhang's newest martial arts adventure, 
House of Flying Daggers. 
The year is 859 A.D. and the setting 
is the Chinese countryside. The Tang 
Dynasty is falling into corruption and out 
of power. Rebel groups are sprouting up 
all over the country and one of the most 
powerful is the House of Flying Daggers, 
a highly trained and extremely deadly 
group of bandits who steal from the 
rich and give to the poor. Government 
soldiers have succeeded in capturing and 
executing the old leader of the Flying 
Daggers, but the house remains strong. 
Two captains in the government army, 
Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro) and Leo (Andy 
Lau), are given 10 days to capture the 
new leader of the Flying Daggers. 
Following a tip, Leo and Jin go to the 
Peony Pavilion, a high class brothel in 
which they heard a member of the Flying 
Daggers was working as a dancer. The 
dancer turns out to be blind but beautiful 
Mei (Zhang Ziyi). 
After wowing onlookers with an 
amazing dance sequence, Mei steals 
Leo's sword and declares her loyalty to 
the Flying Daggers. In the intense fight 
that follows, we learn that despite her 
blindness, Mei is a dangerous martial 
artist. She holds her own against Leo, 
but is finally arrested and imprisoned. 
However, instead of turning her over to 
their general, Leo and Jin decide to go 
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE.COM 
House of Flying Daggers is a dramatic love story with praiseworthy elements. 
for a greater reward by tricking Mei into 
leading Jin to the headquarters of the 
House of Flying Daggers. In disguise, 
Jin breaks Mei out of jail and the two 
start their journey through rural China. 
Along the way, the pair runs across 
groups of government soldiers sent after 
them by Leo, and the battle scenes are 
always amazing. It is worth the $9.50 to 
see the fight scene in the bamboo forest. 
Soldiers fashion the trees themselves 
into spears and attack Jin, going by the 
name Wind, and Mei from above. Us­
ing the flexibility of the branches, Wind 
and Mei hurl themselves into the tree 
tops for sword fighting and hand to hand 
combat. 
But don't make the mistake of think­
ing that this is just another kung-fu flick. 
It's actually an engaging love story, and 
not one of the sugary sweet kind. A dra­
matic love triangle, painful lies, betrayal, 
murder, deceit, and bloodshed make up 
the main plot of the story, while the mar­
tial arts action provides an outlet for the 
angst ridden characters' emotions. 
House of Flying Daggers is up for 
Best Cinematography at the Academy 
Awards, and the nomination is absolutely 
deserved. From frigid shots of a battle in 
the middle of a snowy field to the flowing 
fabrics of Mei's clothes during her dance 
numbers, the film is cinematographically 
enticing, and it truly succeeds in draw­







The Sea Inside is Spain's recent 
Academy Award contender from 
acclaimed writcr-director-composer 
Alejandro Amenabar (The Others) 
and Oscar nominee Javier Bardem 
(Before Night Falls). The film tells 
the true story of Ramon Sampedro, 
a quadriplegic who has been fightiug 
for over thirty years for the right to 
die. His family, devoted friends and 
lawyers help him in his quest to put 
his life to an end. 
Many have described the previous 
year as the year of the biopic, rather 
those films based on the true story of 
real people. In fact, three of the five 
nominees this year for Best Picture 
at the Academy Awards are based on 
real people (The Aviator and Howard 
Hughes, Finding Neva-land and J. M. 
Barrie & Ray and Ray Charles). But 
unlike some of these, The Sea Inside 
feels more important because the sub­
ject matter of euthanasia. However, 
just like any other "message" film, the 
obstacle of grand preaching hurts the 
film as well as helps it. Despite strong 
performances from Bardem. Lola 
Dueftas (as Sampedro's confidante), 
Mabel Rivera (as Sampedro's helping 
sister-in-law) and Tamar Novas (as 
Sampedro's young nephew) the film 
is bogged down by Amenabar and 
co-writer Mateo Gil's script. 
The film feels more like a lecture 
and one that you necessarily do not 
want to hear. Amenabar provides a 
wonderful music score|for the film 
that is surprisingly upbeat. At the age 
of 32, Amenabar, who also wrote, 
directed and composed A bre Los Ojos 
the film on which Vanilla Sky was 
based, seems to be hitting his peak 
in cinema. 
Spain has selected this film to 
represent it at this year's Academy 
Awards and was nominated for Best 
Foreign Language Film as well as Best 
Makeup. In doing so, Spain passed on 
Pedro Almodovar's Bad Education 
(starring Gael Garcia Bernal) a sharp 
take on Alfred Hitchcock's Vertigo 
and Billy Wilder's Double Indemnity. 
Considering that The Sea Inside is a 
"message" film, their choice was obvi­
ous and so far it seems like it is also 
the frontrunner to pick up the Oscar 
for Best Foreign Language Film after 
winning at the Golden Globes, the 
National Board of Review and the 
Critic's Choice Awards. 
If you want to watch everything 
that's likely to do well on Oscar 
night, it would be wise to catch 
this one, although to fully appreci­
ated Amenabar's wonderful talents, 
it would be even better to watch The 
Others again. 
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Hitch delivers laughs and love 
Heather DePriest 
STAFF WRITER 
Hitch combines the right amount of 
romance and comedy to offer up a great 
date movie just in time for the month of 
love. 
On the romance side, the movie tells 
the story of Alex "Hitch" Hitchens and his 
job as the date doctor. He meets lonely 
guys who are in need of help getting their 
dream girls. Hitch, played perfectly by 
Will Smith, helps these hopeless guys 
romance and win the hearts of their true 
loves. 
Add to that the casts' great comedic 
timing and we've got the perfect date 
movie. The romance is there, but the 
comedy takes center stage. 
The plot of the movie is kicked into 
high gear when gossip columnist Sara 
Melas, played by Eva Mendes, is thrown 
into the mix as a love interest for Hitch. 
The audience soon realizes that the old 
cliche, those who can't do, teach, defi­
nitely applies to Hitch. While he is lead­
ing his clients down the smooth path to 
true love, he is going on one disastrous 
date after another. 
He plans a fun jet-skiing adventure 
to Ellis Island and ends up kicking his 
date in the head. He meets her at the 
fish market for a cooking class and has 
an allergic reaction to the food. All of 
this chaos while his clients are quickly 
succeeding in love. 
SONY PICTURES 
Above: "Hitch", played by Will Smith, 
gives professional advice to . 
Right: Smith attempts to woo Eva Men-
dez, who plays Sara Melas. 
The setup of the movie allows for a 
variety of relationships to be showcased. 
Hitch helps orchestrate the initial meet­
ings and first few dates, but once the 
relationship kicks off, he just steps aside 
and lets true love runs its course. 
Two common themes are perpetuated 
throughout all the relationships in the 
movie: always be yourself and personal­
ity takes priority over appearance. In this 
sense it is definitely a feel good movie. 
Albert Brennaman (Kevin James) 
falls for Allegra Cole, a famous society 
beauty with whom he doesn't really stand 
a chance. However, he has an in because 
he works for the firm that handles her fi­
nances and after he makes an impression 
she quickly falls for his quirky ways. 
woody Guthrie's 
American Song 
Songs and writings by woody Guthrie 
Conceived and Adapted by Peter Glazer 
Orchestrations and Vocal Arrangements by Jeff waxman 
February 24-27,2005 Shiley Theatre 
8 p.m. on Feb. 24, 25, 26,27, & 2 p.m. on Feb. 26, 27 
$8 General/ $6 students, seniors, faculty, staff alumni 
BOX Office: (619) 260*2727 
For Information call (619) 260-7934 
Presented by the USD Theatre Arts Program 
www.sandleg.edu/theatre 
The wonderful actors add a dimension 
of truth and believability that make you 
accept that a society beauty could fall for a 
klutzy accountant and that the date doctor 
and gossip columnist could find the key to 
unlocking their hardened hearts. 
Smith falls seamlessly into the roll of 
Hitch and it is hard to believe that this is 
his first romantic comedy. We've been 
watching him on the big screen for years 
and his comedic talents are undeniable. 
Chemistry is key, and Smith has great 
chemistry with costar Mendes. She is an 
up and coming star who was previously 
seen in 2 Fast 2 Furious, Once Upon a 
Time in Mexico, and Out of Time. Her 
comedic role is a nice change from action 
SONY PICTURES 
flicks as well. 
The-King of Queens' James is no 
stranger to comedy either. In Hitch, he 
is given the opportunity to bring his par­
ticular brand of physical comedy to the 
big screen. Not only does he make you 
laugh, but he makes you cheer. Through 
all of his blunders, the audience just wants 
to see him get the girl because he has such 
a good heart. 
If the great actors and interesting plot 
haven't convinced you to see Hitch, then 
maybe you'll go see it for the wonderful 
script and hip soundtrack. 
Either way, Hitch is the perfect roman­
tic comedy. It makes you laugh, cry, fall 
in love and believe in happily ever after. 
Applications available beginning Feb lUtli at tlie 
Housing Office* Manchester Village Desk, 
and Paloifutr Desk 
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Hoops season preview 
This spring's favorites prepare for another tough season 
By Tina Novak 
RECREATION STAFF 
The season has arrived. Undoubtedly 
the most popular USD IM League, Men's 
and Women's 5x5 Basketball will pack 
the USD Sports Center Gym for non-stop 
hoops four nights-a-week. 
Monday kicked off the action with 
pools one and two of the elite Men's A 
division teams. Valentines Day put a bit 
of a twist on the evening, with many of 
the players out for the night with their 
"lady friends." This caused two forfeits 
and multiple teams scrambling to get 
temporary subs for the night. 
In opening round action at 8 p.m. 
the Jomos took on the Next Level and 
competition was fierce. After two intense 
halves of blocked baskets, and in your 
face plays the final score was 80-60 in 
favor of the Jomos. 
Round two presented a blow out of 
83-41 between the Rat Pack and So 
Fresh. The Rat Pack maintains their 
winning streak, after capturing the Fall 
Men's 3x3 Title this past semester. Will 
their mad basketball skills continue 
through the spring, or will they trip over 
the extra four guys on the court? 
The Coaches team, reigning Men's 
A division 5x5 champions from the 
spring 2004 season, tragically missed 
the A division sign up deadline. With 
the Coaches out, the title is back up for 
grabs. Rollin' On Dubs, spring 2003 
champions, will look to get back on top 
with yet another talented squad. In addi­
tion, The Click and Triple P's will hope 
to fill the champioship void and build an 
IM legacy. 
Tim Browne, taking full advantage of 
the available IM opportunities, is captain 
of two basketball teams; The Fish for the 
aggressive A league, and the BK's for the 
more lax B league. Tuesday night will 
show whether his B team can match the 
A team's 59-44 win. 
With the start of the Women's League 
tonight, it is confirmed, the Hawaiian 
Bailers have left the building, perhaps 
opening the door for long time competi­
tors Tenacious D or one of the two fiery 
sorority teams. Ladies, whoever wants 
it, better bring it. 
So with this week's IM kickoff rock­
ing the Sports Center gym, players gear 
up for the upcoming semester's apparent 
stiff competition. Nate White observed 
"There are no Diaper Dandies out there 
tonight!" 
USD CLUB SPORTS 
SPRING 2005 
S.GHEDUUE 
DAY DATE TEAM OPP TIME 
FRI 2/18 M VBALL SDSU 5 PM 
FRI 3/4 M VBALL PLNU 5 PM 
SAT 3/5 MLAX UCI 4 PM 
SAT 3/5 RUGBY CSULB 1PM 
THURS 3/10 MLAX LEWIS 4 PM 
FRI 3/11 W LAX LMU 7 PM 
• SAT 3/19 MLAX SDSU 5 PM 
1 SAT 3/19 RUGBY SDSU 8 PM 
SAT 4/9 W LAX ASU 1 PM 
SUN 4/10 W LAX U OF A 10 AM 
SAT 4/16 MLAX CLAREMONT 1 PM 
JEREMY DARNER 




CAMP WAYNE FOR GIRLS-
Childrens' sleep-away camp, North­
east Pennsylvania (6/18-8/14/05). 
If you love children and want a 
caring, fun environment we need 
Directors and Instructors for; Tennis, 
Swimming, (W.S.I preferred), Golf, 
Gymnastics, Cheerieading, Drama, 
High & Low Ropes, Team Sports, 
Sailing, Painting/Drawing, Ceram­
ics, Silkscreen, Preintmaking, Batik, 
Jewelry, Ccalligraphy, Photography, 
Sculpture, Guitar, Aerobics, Self-
Defemse, Video, Piano. Other staff: 
Administrative/Driver (21+), Nurses 
(RN's and Nursing Students), Book­
keeper, Mothers' Helper. On Cam­
pus Interviews February 24th. 
Call 1-800-279-3019 or apply on­




By Meghan Dooley 
RECREATION STAFF 
There is a new addition to recre­
ation classes Just this semester the 
recreation dept. has added drop-in 
fitness classes. 
They work a little differently than 
the regular recreation classes. For a 
one-time fee of $50, you can drop 
into classes such as yoga, pilates, 
kickboxing, and aerobics at different 
times during the week. 
Because you don't get a grade or 
credit for the class, you can go to any 
class as little or often as you want. In 
addition, to better fit your schedule, 
with the permission of the instructor, 
you may audit many of the standard 
recreation classes. 
It's and easy way to stay fit for 
those with a hectic schedule or those 
who just want to have fun. 
Registration is through the Campus 
Recreation office located in the Sports 
Center. For more information call 
extension 4533. 
Salon Bella Salon 
Come and visit hair 
designer Janet at Salon 
Bella and receive a com­
plimentary haircut with 
any color service for first 
time clients. 
Janet trained at a Pivot 
Point school and special­
izes in both Schwarzkopf 
and Redken color. Twenty 
years of design experi­
ence goes into every cli­
ents unique haircut and 
color. 
Please call Salon Bella at 
619-291-9095 to book 
your appointment. 
Salon Bella Mission Hills: 
1605 Lewis St. 
San Diego, CA 92103 
':S-V • 
-' 
Coupon no experiaion. 
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Fantasy Baseball living the dream 
By Chris Ferraro 
SPORTS EDITOR 
This week marks one of the most 
exciting debuts in the American sports' 
calendar. It is not the passing of the Pro 
Bowl or the cancellation of the National 
Hockey League season. It is something 
that is even bigger than the Slam Dunk 
Contest and NBA All-Star Game com­
bined; pitchers and catchers have re­
ported to training camp. 
Go ahead and laugh now, but this 
marvelous occasion notes that America's 
pastime is just around the comer. Open­
ing Day will be here in less than a month 
and a half, and nothing can stop it. 
However, my own personal excite­
ment does not stem from watching split 
squad baseball games in the Cactus and 
Grapefruit Leagues that will begin in a 
few short weeks. My dear readers, it is 
the start of Fantasy Baseball season, and 
a first place trophy that is certainly the 
Holy Grail for a true sports addict, that 
gets me so incredibly excited. 
Now rather than bore you with another 
"Top Something" list of sports adages or 
interesting facts about soccer, I'd like to 
dive into the excitement that is Fantasy 
Baseball. 
The Fantasy Baseball draft is the most 
exciting day of the fantasy sports year. 
In a single sitting of three to four hours, 
a strategy and mapping of the next six 
months is laid carefully into place, 
piece by piece. However, in the era of 
free agency, so many players can come 
up as huge question marks as to their 
and a pitcher makes a huge difference 
to pitchers numbers from one season to 
the next. You have three less easy outs 
and three innings where the baserunners 
positioning is much more damaging than 
they once had in the National League. By 
no means does this mean Randy Johnson 
is not worth a first round pick, I just sug­
gest it being later on in the round. 
Look for late and middle round 
sleepers in hitters that have moved to 
hitter's ballparks. Sammy Sosa's num­
bers should increase dramatically as he 
ESPN.COM 
Will Pedro Martinez be successful in his 
return to the National League? 
performance in the upcoming season. 
This is especially possible with the new 
steroid testing policy and possible dips 
in power numbers this season. 
My first tip this season is to underval­
ue pitchers who have crossed over from 
the National to American League. Try 
not to jump on Randy Johnson, Wade 
Miller, Carl Pavano, Jaret Wright, and 
Matt Clement as early as you may have 
planned. Facing nine hitters versus eight 
ESPN.COM 
Sammy Sosa returns to the American League as 
a Baltimore Oriole. Camden Yards short outfield 
fences will help rejuvenate his career. 
moves to the short left and right field 
park of Camden Yards, especially after 
multiple seasons of playing at Wrigley 
Field where the wind was known to keep 
the ball in the ballpark. 
Finally, take a risk on pitchers in their 
second season back from an arm injury. 
Hurler A.J. Burnett is a perfect example, 
as recent success of Kerry Wood has 
shown that in the second year back 
fastball pitchers can overcome even the 
most severe injuries, like Tommy John 
surgery. If Burnett is still around in the 
middle rounds, take a shot at drafting 
him. It could put you atop the standings 
come the end of the season. 
Although many of you may not be 
huge fantasy sports fanatics like myself, 
I suggest to all baseball fans to try it 
out this year. ESPN.com and 
Yahoo! both offer free leagues 
that are based upon your own 
interests and level of baseball 
knowledge. 
I am a firm believer that 
nothing excites people more 
about the baseball season than 
taking control of their own 
team like a general manager, 
making free agent releases and 
signings, and pulling the trig­
ger on a blockbuster trade. 
Having a fantasy team can 
completely transform the way 
you view this great game, and 
really give you an understand­
ing of the pressures of many 
front office executives. Not only that, 
but it makes those Sunday night baseball 
games between the Orioles and Blue Jays 
a little more exciting to watch. Give it a 
try; it sure beats seeing another Kevin 
Costner movie. 
BEAT THE ZAGS! 





WELLS FARGO CASH 
JACKPOT REACHES $2,5007 
So Sorry,  
REZA SHAMS 
missed out on S2,300 
for not attending the last  
men's basketball  game! 
MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN! 
Current Jackpot: S2,500 
Next Drawing: February 24th! 
WOMENS BASKETBALL 
vs. Portland Pilots 
TONIGHT @ 7:00 PM 
vs. Gonzaga Zags 
SATURDAY @ 2:00 PM 
M. TENNIS 
vs. Fresno State 
SUNDAY @ 12:30 PM
VS. VC-Dans 
FRIDAY @ 2 PM 
SUNDAY @ 11 AM 
vs. Oregon State 
SUNDAY @ 2 PM 
MONDAY @ 2 PM 
iff strtutt $*mm$t an 
ft bh $mm tvBots im i.a. 
vs. San Diego State 
SATURDAY, ALL DAY 
Mission BAY PARK 
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Duke edges UNC in an instant classic 
By Anthony Gentile 
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 
Deep in North Carolina, only 
eight miles separate the Univer­
sity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and Duke University. How­
ever, these two schools that are 
part of college basketball's most 
storied rivalry, could not be more 
different from each other: Duke 
is private and UNC is public, 
Duke comprised of students from 
across the nation, UNC mostly 
of locals, and most importantly, 
the Duke wears royal blue, UNC 
wears baby blue. 
This is the most storied rivalry 
in college basketball. Every sea­
son, these two Goliaths collide 
in an ACC battle twice to display 
basketball at it's finest. 
Greats to play in the rivalry 
include Michael Jordan, James 
Worthy, and Vince Carter of 
North Carolina, as well as Jayson 
Williams, Grant Hill, and Shane 
Battier of Duke. Last Wednes­
day, Feb. 9, the likes of J.J 
Redick, Raymond Felton, Sean 
May, and Daniel Ewing were 
added to this legendary list, as the 
rivalry was renewed at Cameron 
Indoor Stadium on the campus of 
Duke University. This meeting 
marked the 218th match up for 
Tobacco Road supremacy. 
North Carolina led the over­
all series going in 123-94, but 
Duke had taken 14 of the last 
16 meetings. The most recent 
encounter marked the first time 
in the history of the rivalry that 
both clubs are ranked in the top 
ten, with the Tar Heels at No. 2 
and the Blue Devils six spots 
behind them in the ESPN/USA 
Today Top 25 poll. 
The Cameron Crazies, Duke's 
famous student section named 
after Cameron Indoor Stadium, 
went into frenzy early as sharp 
shooting guard J.J. Redick hit 
a monster three-pointer for the 
game's first points. The Blue 
Devils built on this momentum 
and grabbed an early 10-2 lead 
thanks in part to strong defensive 
play. 
minute mark of the first half. 
The next six minutes of play 
served as a microcosm of the first 
half, which was characterized 
by nerves and sloppy play. A 
ESPN.COM 
When the Tar Heels and Blue Devils meet, the entire country 
watches. 
Avoiding early collapse, North 
Carolina responded with a 13-2 
run over the next two and a half 
minutes. After starting l-of-8 
from the field, North Carolina 
hit its next five shots, and found 
themselves up 15-12 at the 12-
dunk by Duke's Shelden Wil­
liams ended the drought, giving 
momentum back to the Blue 
Devils. They followed the slam 
with a 15-3 run, capped by a 
Sean Dockery runner to beat the 
shot clock, putting them up by 11 
with under two minutes to play 
in the half. The Tar Heels closed 
the gap a little, trailing 36-29 at 
halftime. 
The story of the first 20 min­
utes of play was the Duke de­
fense, which held North Caroli­
na's high-flying offense at bay. A 
great defensive effort forced 10 
steals and limited Tar Heels' stars 
Rashad McCants and Jawad Wil­
liams to only six points combined 
in the half. 
Much like the first, defense 
characterized the second half, 
as multiple turnovers were com­
mitted in the opening minutes of 
the half. North Carolina looked 
to seize the early energy when 
McCants drained a three to tie 
the with just over 15 minutes 
remaining, but Redick answered 
with three of his 18 points for the 
game. Duke's DeMarcus Nelson 
followed Redick with a three of 
his own, putting the Blue Devils 
up 44-38. 
Over the next few minutes 
North Carolina slowly pulled 
even, and a Marvin Williams 
three-point play made it 53-53 
with 9:57 to play. The contest 
was not tied for very long, how­
ever, as Daniel Ewing made two 
consecutive three-pointers as part 
of an 8-0 Blue Devil run. 
Strong play inside by May 
(23 points, 18 rebounds) kept 
the Tar Heels in the game, and 
Duke led by only six with five 
minutes remaining. Unfazed 
by the pressure, Redick took the 
ball by himself, dribbling just 
inside the three-point line on the 
next play. He then stepped back, 
shedding his defender, made 
the basket of the game, a three-
pointer that gave Duke an almost 
insurmountable 67-58 lead. Be­
fore it was over, however, they 
would have to withstand one last 
Carolina run. 
In a game where defense took 
center stage, it was fitting that 
neither team would score follow­
ing a McCants lay in that capped 
off a gritty Tar Heels comeback 
effort and cut the Duke lead to 
a single point with 53 seconds 
remaining. North Carolina did 
have a chance to win, as they 
had the last possession with 18 
seconds to play. But as the Tar 
Heel's David Noel lost the ball on 
a pass from Felton, so did Caro­
lina the game, giving the Dukies 
a 71-70 victory. The Cameron 
Crazies stormed Coach K Court 
to celebrate a great win in an even 
greater rivalry. 
In a tremendous effort, the 
Blue Devils forced 23 North 
Carolina turnovers, and missed 
only one free throw the entire 
game. Another factor that led 
to the Blue Devil victory was 
outside shooting, as Duke made 
as many shots from beyond the 
arc (10) as they did from inside 
of it. 
The win improved the Blue 
Devils to 18-2 overall, while the 
Tar Heels dropped to 19-3. Both 
teams shared the same Atlantic 
Coast Conference record (8-2) 
following the epic. 
In action over the weekend, 
Duke snapped back to reality, 
losing at Maryland in overtime 
99-92. North Carolina, on the 
other hand, was able to rebound 
with a tough 77-70 win at Con­
necticut. Both teams look to fin­
ish strong to earn a top-four seed 
in the NCAA Tournament, ensur­
ing that they would play tourney 
contests close to home at Char­
lotte in the opening rounds. 
Once again, the Duke-North 
Carolina rivalry did not fail to 
disappoint, as chapter one of the 
2005 story closed with a thrill­
ing one-point Blue Devil win. 
However, with another meeting 
between the two bitter rivals still 
to come at Chapel Hill in less 
than a month, North Carolina 
will get the chance to draw even. 
Until then, they will probably be­
ing feeling Carolina blue. 
AS and Athletics campaign for higher attendance 
By Chris Ferraro 
SPORTS EDITOR 
"Pack the Pavilion" is going 
to change the way Toreros watch 
basketball. The University of San 
Diego's men's basketball team 
has too long settled with being a 
regular West Coast Conference 
school. Rather than crowding 
their gym with rowdy and ram­
bunctious students and fans, they 
usually perform in front of a half 
empty Jenny Craig Pavilion. 
Now, one could blame San Di­
ego State's historical dominance 
USDTOREROS.COM 
The Toreros fans show love. 
over the San Diego area for the 
small attendance at Torero home 
games. Others say that the Jenny 
Craig Pavilion is never sold out 
because there are such few stu­
dents at USD. 
Well, Duke University has 
only 6,086 students and sell out 
Cameron Indoor Stadium's 9,314 
seats every single home game. 
USD, on the other hand, has 
4,794 students and only- 5,100 
seats at the JCP. Now comparing 
the Blue Devils to our beloved 
Toreros may not be fair, but if the 
students and community began 
to show more support, perhaps 
more high profile recruits would 
USDTOREROS.COM 
The game against Santa Clara 
will be pivotal for both teams. 
want to play at USD. Playing 
basketball in an empty gym 
is dramatically different than 
playing in front of thousands of 
crazy fans. 
So, on Feb. 24, the athletic 
department and Associated Stu­
dents created "Pack the Pavilion" 
in the game with Santa Clara 
University. Tickets are free for 
students, and only $5 for adults, 
which is a dramatic decrease 
from normal price face value. A 
tailgate is also going to be held 
at 6:15 p.m. in front of the JCP 
for all students for free to help the 
team buck the Broncos. 
